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“A farm can be regarded as a food factory 
and the criterion for its success is saleable 
products. Or, it can be regarded as a place 
to live, and the criterion for its success is 
harmonious balance between plants, 
animals and people; between the domestic 
and the wild; and between utility and 
beauty.”  

 Aldo Leopold 

 
 
The above illustrations show the plans made by Agronom Michel Postma of the 6,5 hectare 
property. The following outline is only for the area present used as extensive apple orchard; around  
4 hectares. 
 
A) Flower and Herbgarden with Teahouse 
(The first zone to be implemented.)  
This garden will provide a warm, colourful and fragrant welcome for visitors to the camp and 
orchard. It aims to give an aesthetically pleasant view from both the camp and the future cottages.  
 
Products: 
Organically produced 
herbs and spices can be 
processed into a wide 
variety of high value 
certified products such 
as teas, medicinal 
products, herbal 
essences (for soap, 
shampoo, lotions, 
healing and fragrant oils, 
massage oils etc.), oil 
and vinegar, pesto and 
sauces, spicy goat/sheep 
cheese. 
 
Herbs will provide the 
fresh ingredients for the 
teahouse. Located 
amidst the herb beds, the teahouse will give visitors a fully sensual experience…imagine… picking 
your own herbal mix under the guidance of a knowledgeable person…sitting down at the 
terrace…flowering herbals and ornamentals all around; blue thistles, purple lavender, pink 
rosemary and oregano, red poppies and roses, orange calendula, yellow sunflowers, white lilies and 
jasmine…the warm air full of fragrance, the mind further soothed by the buzzing of busy 
bees…what a bless to enjoy your perfect tea, sweetened with the honey of those very bees, who also 
took care of the pollination of the fruit for the wonderful pies on our plates..  
 
A series of traditional beehives will be located on the edge of the herb beds next to the vegetable 
garden. The bees will play an essential role in the pollination of fruit trees and other crops. Apart 
from honey, apiculture can produce valuable products as beeswax, propolis, royal jelly, bee venom 
(for therapeutic uses) and bee pollen.  



 
Various flowers and ornamentals (also from other parts of the orchards) can be made into fresh or 
dried bouquets and sold in the teahouse, to local shops or, in weekends/holidays at Bouzov castle. 
 
Design: 
The main focus will be on perennial herbs and flowers, minimizing the laborious work of annual 
seedbed preparation. Annuals as basil and coriander may be tried in a self-seeding way or otherwise 
yearly replanted in mulched beds. Possibly part of the herb production can be focused on the 
production of seeds. 
 
Most of the old apples need be cut. Some nice ones may be maintained and newly grafted as eye 
catchers amongst the flat beds. The trees next to the entrance road can be maintained and used as a 
trellis for roses, clematis and other flowering climbers, providing a colourful entrance tunnel. Logs 
of cut apples can be used to make raised beds. Leftover logs can be used for construction (the 
'beanhouse', teahouse), mushroom production (shii-take), carpentry etc. Smaller branches can be 
used as firewood, for production of charcoal or cut into mulch. 
 
The visually unpleasant elements of the solar trac and the solar panels will be placed out of area A. 
They could be more logically placed on or near the shower system.  The teahouse will be built 
above the well, or next to it with the terrace. This will hide the ugly concrete structure, be close to 
the source of water for tea and provide views over the gardens and on to the Bouzov castle. The 
teahouse will also function as a shop and info-centre, offering information on and products from the 
gardens and orchard. 
 
Behind the vegetable garden, a quiet, half wild area will be established, which can only be reached 
by a small path. Some primitive huts or covers will be established to protect from sun and rain. This 
will be a peaceful area for meditation, where people can flee from the crowds and find there rest 
amidst wild flowers. 
 
To make an early start possible and to avoid barriers between the herb gardens and the living areas, 
the herb garden is partly not surrounded by fencing or hedges. It is hoped and expected that the 
damage of wildlife browsing on perennial and usually strongly smelling herbals and spices will be 
small. To further minimize damage, deer and rabbits may be discouraged by application of 
lion/tiger manure provided by Zoo Olomouc. 
 
Elements/Functions: 

Aesthetics, Flowers and Ornaments 
Beeforage 
Herbs and Spices 

➢ Teas 
➢ Medicines 
➢ Pesto and sauces 
➢ Oils and vinegars 
➢ Spice for local goat cheese 

 
 



B)  Experimental Forest garden 
 
Apart from providing a 
wide variety of 
products, this area will 
have a high 
experimental and 
educational importance, 
it being the first forest 
garden of scale in the 
Czech Republic.  
 
A forest garden is a 
designed agronomic 
system largely based on 
trees, shrubs and 
perennial plants. These 
are mixed in such a way 
as to mimic the structure 
of a natural forest. 
A forest garden is 
organised in up to seven ‘layers’ . Herein the positions of species depends on many variables, 
including their requirements for shelter, light, moisture, good/bad companions, mineral 
requirements, pollination and pest-protection.  
 
As for most of Czech Republic, forest is the original vegetation type in the PermaLot surroundings. 
Hence a well designed forest garden can be expected to be the most stable and sustainable type of 
productive land use in the area. Ideally, the results from this experimental forest garden will serve 
as examples how to adapt current land use systems in the area (i.e. agriculture and forestry) to make 
them more diverse and more sustainable. 
 
Design and products: 
 
Hedge 
Together with areas C and D, area B is surrounded with a productive thorny hedge (see map). 
Hedge plants will be densely planted in double rows (spaced 60 cm apart, planting distance 30-60 
cm in the rows) and will thus quickly form a complete barrier for wild boar and deer. The hedge 
will also be ornamental (flowers, berries), productive and provide a habitat for essential pest 
predators (insects, birds, hedgehogs) and other animals. All together it will spare PermaLot from 
expensive, unproductive and aesthetically displeasing fencing.  
As this protective border is essential for the survival of newly planted herbs, shrubs and trees in 
Area B-D, it is advised to start planting hedges as soon as resources are available. The hedge may 
take two or more years of growth (and replanting of died plants) to provide perfect protection. As a 
temporary solution removable wooden fences may be used. Useful spiky and fruit-producing hedge 
plants are buckthorn (Hippophae spp.), blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), wild rose (Rosa spp.), Malus 
sylvestris etc.(for a list of species see Ortner, M. Grüne Netze. p32). Their fruits can be easily 
picked from the hedges and processed into jams, marmalade, juices, wine, liquor and other specialty 
products. Additional products are bee forage, nitrogen (Hippophae spp.), ornamental branches 
(Hippophae spp.), essential oils and regular pruning to be applied as mulch in the orchard. 
 
Nursery 
To provide PermaLot (and perhaps the other property PermaLot manage in Podoli) with 



inexpensive and high quality planting material, it is necessary to start with a nursery as soon as 
possible. Growing trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants from cuttings, grafts and seedlings can be 
intensively done in a small area of Area B, partly shaded by old apples and well protected from 
browsers and rodents. Fragile and/or slow growing species can be propagated in a polytunnel.  
 
A nursery will make PermaLot independent from expensive and unreliable suppliers. What is more, 
as many rare, innovative and experimental species are not readily available on the market, this is the 
only way to gain enough planting material to develop the orchard. Planting material will be adapted 
to the local conditions and supposedly have a high rate of survival compared to material from 
outside. 
 
Apart from saving expenses on plant material, the nursery can also provide direct income through 
the sale of plant material. In the long term, the nursery may play an essential role in propagating 
and spreading currently rare plant species/varieties that have proven their potential in the 
experimental forest garden. 
 
Forest garden 
The upper part of Area B, north of the sun-trap, is currently sloping. Following the contour, 3 
swales are created in this part of area B. This will provide moisture accumulation in the swales and 
dryer areas on the swale mounds, creating the right habitat for a variety of plant species. Moisture 
loving species and fruit producing trees and shrubs, whose yields are much dependent on the 
availability of water, will be planted mainly in the moist part. Non/fruit bearing plants and drought 
resistant fruit trees as chestnut and buck-thorn can be planted in the dryer parts.  
 
To allow for future growth and for ample light for the lower layers, high growing permanent trees 
are planted wide apart at 10-15 m distance: early cropping walnut varieties, sweet chestnut, high-
stemmed apple and pear, plum, sweet cherry, mulberry, honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos), 
Cornus spp., strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo). In between high trees (5-7.5 m), lower fruit trees as 
blackthorn, largefruited hawthorn, juneberry (Amalanchier), hawthorn (Crataegus spp), Eleagnus 
spp., Aronia spp., Cornus mas, Hippophae spp, juniper, low-stemmed apples/pears, Siberian pea 
tree (Caragana arborescens ), and medlar are planted. 
Towards the forest edge, where fruit trees will suffer from competition for light and moisture, wild 
growing maple, service-tree, ash, wild cherry, sycamore, acacia, birch and other useful trees are 
maintained and/or actively sown with wild collected seeds. Also damsons, plums, crab-apples, 
hazels, dogwood and elders are sown freely here and there between the planted trees and thinned 
out later where necessary. Sowing seeds is cheaper and easier than grafting and transplanting trees. 
As the fittest will survive, one can expect healthy, deep-rooted trees. However, to be certain of good 
spacing and good varieties, the majority of the valuable fruit trees are transplanted from the nursery 
and planted on set distances as mentioned before. As soon as fruit trees require more space, or 
lower crops require more light, standards of “wild trees” can be felled for poles and/or construction 
wood. Maple, ash, hazel and elder can all be turned into productive coppice stands.  
 
The northern border of Area B is still quite exposed to the wind and cold from the North. To 
insulate the orchard from cold northern winds and be certain of good fruit yields, a windbreak is 
necessary. The swale-mound at the northern border is planted with the productive hedge as 
explained before. South of that, in the moist area of the swale, quick growing pioneers as willow, 
poplar, birch and alders will be planted on 1 m distance. Together the hedge and the pioneers will 
form a semi-permeable windbreak.  
If, in the long run, a vegetative wind-barrier will be established north of the bean houses, the 
majority of the pioneer standards can be felled and turned into a coppice system. Poplar and alder 
logs can be used and/or sold as veneer or construction wood. Especially red alder is of interest for 
its rarity and high market value. Alder will also fix atmospheric nitrogen, which will in turn feed 



other crops. Coppice can be used a.o. for basket-weaving, wattle, fencing, firewood and (artistic) 
charcoal production.  
 
Many woody plant species that have a colourful or unusual shaped stem, bud, flower, leaf or fruit 
can give income as decorative floral product. Examples are: cultivars of yellow- and redstemmed 
dogwood (Cornus spp.), many kinds of willows (especially curly and pussy willow, Salix spp.), red 
birch (Betula lenta), flowering branches of forsythia (Forsythia spp.), witchhazel (Hamamelis spp.). 
Also flowering branches of previously mentioned species, such as apple, plum, cherry, and fruiting 
branches of Sea buckthorn (Hippophae rhamnoides), are valuable for this purpose. 
Some other possible products from the tree-layer in Area B are brooms (birch), wine (birch, 
sycamore, maple), pipes (elder) and tool handles (ash, acacia). 
 
Below and between the trees a productive shrublayer will be established with bilberry, currants, 
gooseberries, eleagnus, oregongrapes, raspberry, blackberry, Japanese wineberry (Rubus 
phoenicolasius), creeping snowberry and alpine wintergreen (Gaultheria hispidula and G. 
humifisa), black huckleberry (Gaylussacia baccata), bayberry (Myrica carolinensis), Cornus 
canadensis (creeping dogwood), Viburnum trilobum, V. edule and V. opulus var. americana 
(highbush cranberries)., bamboos etc. These species usually do well both in sun as in semi-shaded 
conditions. They can thus be planted under young and/or slow growing trees or between trees, 
where sufficient light is expected to come in even if trees grow bigger. Otherwise trees need to be 
thinned to open up the crownlayer for increased light penetration.  
 
Most of the old apples now growing in area B are cut or ringbarked and cut later. The advantage of 
ringbarking is that the tree dies above and below the ground (as transport of sugars from the leaves 
to the roots is blocked). It will shed its leaves, leaving them as mulch and will not regrow after 
cutting, hence also leaving its rootsystem to rot down and increase the organic matter content of the 
soil. Logs can be used as mentioned under  A, laid down as barriers along the contour (slowly 
forming terrases) or as planting boxes for various herbaceous plants and pest predator attractant 
plants to protect the fruittrees (e.g. angelica, chervil, dil, fennel, lovage, marigold, daisy, majoran, 
ivy, heather). 
 
Along the entrance road, apple trees are used are used as trellis for roses, so that in time the entry of 
the camp will be trhough a tunnel of fragrant roses. Spread through area B, remaining appletrunks 
can be used as trellis for runner beans, roses, ivy and other climbers.  
 
One area of Area B should be dedicated to the production of Chinese and Siberian kiwi. The higher 
branches of old appletrees are extended with 'mortlock' trellis facing south. Especially Siberian kiwi 
is expected to grow well in the local climate and, it being a relatively unknown species, it may be 
highly economic if marketed well. The fruits are high in Vitamine C, hairless and softer and smaller 
then those of Chinese kiwi and can be eaten raw, dried, or processed into juice, jam and marmalade. 
 
In the first years, as the kiwi establishes, it may be tried to plough the surface in the middle between 
the trees and grow strawberry, annuals or herbs under the trellis. When shade gets dense, 
ornamental ferns are a valuable option. 
 
In the remaining spaces between trees and shrubs, various shade-tolerant herbs (e.g. mint, lemon 
balm), flowers and ground-covers are sown or planted. Wherever there is space left comfrey can be 
planted. Leaves of comfrey can be used as salad/spinach, high value animal feed, mulch or to make 
liquid fertilizer for own use or for the market.  
 
It is essential in the developing forest garden to constantly cut, prune and thin where necessary and 
to apply mulch to keep the soil covered and to enrich the system with organic matter and nutrients. 



 
As an experiment quails and, in a later stage, turkeys can be introduced. These forest birds help in 
controlling pest and diseases and produce eggs, meat and feathers for home consumption or sale. To 
prevent losses through predators fowl need to be caged in at night, so a cage or small stable away 
from the forest edge and close to the housing is necessary. 
 
The processing of the harvest relies on the establishment of a small kitchen facility which is 
certified for food processing. This may be in the farm PermaLot rents in Bouzov Podoli. 
 
 Elements/Functions: 

Ornaments, Experiments, Herbs and medicinals+ 
Small fruit: 

➢ Fresh 
➢ Dry; Muesli or nut mixes 
➢ Chutney 
➢ Marmelade 
➢ Wine, Cider 

Nuts: 
➢ Goat cheese 
➢ Muesli 

Wood: 
➢ Charcoal coppice 
➢ Brooms 
➢ Wattle 
➢ Sawn timber 
➢ tool handles 

 
 



Area C: Agro-forestry system with chicken forage 
 
The main aim of this area is to produce on the short term a high quality fruits and nut crop and an 
inter-crop that can be managed, depending on available resources, mechanically or by an 
experimental chicken tractor system. On the long run, the fruit and nut trees will provide a highly 
valuable timber. 
This 3rd phaze requires removal of some of the old roots, likely some earth-work leveling terracing 
the area following the contours. Such scale of work currently depends on funding.  
 
Design and products 
Area C has not too much 
slope, making earth 
shaping unnecessary. The 
old apple trees will be 
felled, preferably after ring 
barking to prevent re-
growth. However, if a 
mechanized intercrop is 
chosen from the beginning, 
it will be necessary to 
uproot the tree stumps. 
Otherwise they can be left 
to decay, providing 
valuable nutrients and 
organic matter from their 
rotting roots. 
 
On the eastern side, Area C is bordered by a hedge as described earlier. To protect the area from 
cold eastern wind, the hedge will be bordered by fast-growing pioneer trees as birch, maple, alder 
and poplar. See B for a description of their products. Initially, these will be planted on 1 m 
intervals. As they grow and start to compete every second tree can be felled and turned into 
coppice. 
 
Running in a N-S direction, parallel to the windbreak, rows of early yielding walnut varieties (e.g. 
Broadview, Buccaneer) and sweet chestnut are planted in an alternating pattern. Distances will be 
16 m in the row and 16 m between the rows, giving ample space and light penetration for intercrop. 
Trees will start giving nuts from year 5 and will give a highly valuable timber at age 50. East of 
each line of nut-trees, an access path will be kept clear to provide for easy picking of nuts and fruits. 
Between the rows high stemmed cherry, plum, pear and plum are alternated in a triangular pattern 
with 8 m distances (see map). This will still give ample space for mechanisation if necessary. At the 
base of the trees a mixture of medicinal herbs will be sown (mint, oregano, salvia, calendula etc.), 
to be picked by animals for self healing. In the E-W and N-S direction in line with the nut trees, 
Siberian pea shrub and bladder senna (Colutea arborescens) will be alternated at 2 m intervals 
(keeping an opening for access paths). These provide both atmospheric nitrogen and forage seed for 
fowl. Seeds are also edible for humans and have potential as a staple or can be marketed as a 
specialty product. 
 
As soon as people are permanently living on PermaLot, robust chickens and/or Vietnamese pigs can 
be included in 16 * 32 m patches (i.e. around 6 nut trees) fenced of with electric chicken wire. The 
electricity can be provided by a small photovoltaic system. Chickens can be introduced easier than 
pigs, as pigs can easily damage roots and trunks, especially of young trees. 40 Chickens will clear 
such a patch from weeds in 3-4 weeks, after which the fencing and the flock can be moved to 



another green spot. After the chicken tractor did its work, soil is prepared to be sown with crop, e.g. 
sunflower, cereals, oilseed rape, maize/beans, grass or (grass-)clover, depending on needs and 
season. If clover is established in April, in June cereals can be planted according to the Bonfills 
system, which will form a perennial grain crop. Following the chicken tractor, each year a new Bon 
Fills of 16*32 m can be started, if it proofs to be successful. 
 
Around edges and in spots too shady for other crops, comfrey is planted to provide mulch and, 
when shredded, animal feed. If there is a need for more animals, after 4-5 years, trees should be big 
enough to withstand sheep and perhaps at year 7 goats could be introduced without damaging trees. 
A small herd of goats could be milked by hand or with a small transportable milking machine, 
which would be great for educational purposes (kids are usually more interested in animals than 
plants). From the milk many specialty products can be made together with the other products from 
the orchard, e.g. herby goat cheese with herbs, dried fruits or nuts, yoghurt sauce, cakes. Pigs can be 
easily mixed with sheep or goats, as can turkeys, ducks and geese. 
 
 Elements/Functions: 

Medicinals, Comfrey mulch+ 
Sib.pea/Senna: 

➢ Feed 
➢ Nitrogen 
➢ Chickens/turkeys, quale, ducks 

Organic bi-crop grain: 
➢ Beans 
➢ Clover 
➢ Old grain varieties; Marc Bonfils farm system 
➢ Oilseed rape 
➢ sunflower 
➢ hemp and flax 

 
 
 

Area D: Agroforestry system with small fruit under storey 
 
The aim of this area is to produce on the short term a high quality fruits and nut crop and an inter-
crop that can be managed, depending on available resources, mechanically or by an experimental 
chicken tractor system. On 
the long run, the fruit and 
nut trees will provide a 
highly valuable timber. 
This area is designated as a 
4th phaze due to 
requirement of expensive 
large scale earthwork. 
Initially the area can easily 
be used for keeping sheep 
as a natural fence has 
already been 80% 
established. The sheep will 
provide wool, grazing, 
fertilizer and eventually 
meat. 
 



Design and products 
Following the contour 5-6 terraces are made on 16-20 m intervals. Branches and roots can be 
shredded and used as mulch or used to ameliorate the suntrap. Trunks can be used as mentioned 
under A. Big stones are collected in piles on sunny spots to accumulate heat and provide ideal 
pockets for growing pumpkins, zucchini and melons. In spring, directly after earthworks, a mixture 
of clover varieties is sown in. In autumn winter oats and winter wheat are sown in alternating 
terraces.  
 
In the high S-W corner of Area D, a dew-pond is made so as to be sure of ample water for animals 
and/or irrigation. Next to the dewpond an area will be reserved for easily accessible stables to keep 
the animals over the winter. In the same area, a community house may be established, ideally 
providing communal spaces, a unit for processing fruit into various products, an education centre, 
guest rooms, storage, cheese factory etc. Sewage water from the house and leftovers from rainwater 
catchment will be led to a reedbed filter on one of the terraces down the slope. Around the reedbed 
a willow coppice will be established, yielding a range of products as mentioned before. This 
swampy coppice forest could provide an environment for shii-take cultivation on the old apple logs. 
 
As soon as possible, ideally right after terracing, trees are established in Area D. The tree pattern is 
similar as for Area C: walnut and chestnut are planted near the edge of the terraces and are 
alternated at 16*16 m in N-S running lines (thereby running over different terraces). In the lines, at 
8 m between the nuts, red alder and acacia (Pseudoacacia robinia) are planted. Both are 
leguminous species and will provide the system with nitrogen. Acacia also provides valuable bee 
forage and their seeds are edible for fowl. Both produce a high value timber if regularly pruned to 
promote straight logs. 
Between the tree-lines peach, strawberry tree, mulberry and cherry are inter-planted in an  8*8 m 
triangular pattern, leaving space for 2 m wide access paths at the bottom of each terrace. In line with 
the rows of nut trees, at the edge of the terraces (along the contours in SE-NW direction) a mix of 
currants, gooseberries, eleagnus, hazel and other small-fruits (see B) are alternated at 2 m distances. 
Comfrey and herbs are planted around trees and small-fruits. 
 
Chickens, ducks and/or turkeys can be let in at regular intervals within electrical fencing. If small-
fruits and walnuts are protected by fencing sheep and pigs can be let in at year 4/5, if a grass/clover 
sward is established under the trees. As soon as trees are high and strong enough goats and even 
cattle could even be included. Alternatively, small-fruits can be left out of the design and the whole 
sun-trap be closed rather easily to form one big, terraced silvo-pastoral system. After 7 years or so 
the increasing competition of the growing trees will make annual cropping uneconomical. Also 
yields of small-fruits will go down. Thus this may be the ideal point to turn the annual crop into 
pasture for animals. 
 
 
General comment: The species used in this design are just a suggestion and are not to be blindly 
followed. Decisions on the kind and amount of tree and plant species should be made according to 
experience. Area B functions as an experimental area as such and will show which species do well 
and which not. However, of course also expected demands (market value) and the cost of planting 
material (if not self-produced) will play a role in the exact choice of species. 
 



Other significant elements: 
Nursery: 
Function: 
To create our own starters and ensuring a steady supply of healthy organic varieties 
Planted/Grafted:   Sown/Transplanted: 
 Walnut   Maple 

Chestnut   Servicetree 
Mulberry   Sycamore 
Pear/Apple   Ash 
Strawberry tree  Hazel 
Cornus sp.   Damson 
Crategus   Wild Cherry 
Blackthorn   Plum/mirabel 
Amelanchier   apple/pear 
Juniper   crab-apple 
Medlar    Chestnut 
Pussy/Curly wilow  Elder 
    Alder 
    Poplar 
 

Apple logs 
From the 6-800 old apple trees which needs to be cut. 
Functions: 

Planting boxes 
Trellis (ringbarked) for beans, roses, icy and pumpkin  
Mortlock Trellis (ringbarked) for kiwi/grape 
Furniture 
Firewood for charcoal or smoked meat 
Building 
Mulch 
Growing Shiitake mushrooms 
 

Edible Thornhedge 
Made from: Sea buckthorn, blackthorn, wild rose, crataegus sp. crabapple etc. 
All planted as 2 rows 60 cm apart, 30-60 cm in row. In lower 50 cm must be chickenfence against 
hares. 
Functions: 

Mulch 
Bird/Insect habitat 
Pest predators protection 
Fruit 
Beeforage 
Beauty and smell 
Apple pollination 
 

Community house 
 
A community building should contain a processing facility, shop, education centre, guest rooms and 
along with social and food storage facilities. PermaLot already owns the land under the adjoining 
un-used old farm/accommodation building (ubytovna), however we lack the 1,5 mio to buy the 
building and additional 5 mio to renovate it into what's outlined below (details on our homepage). 



Reedbed filter: 
A natural root cleaning bassin which would clean any waste water from the community center and 
potential 2 new houses build at the edge of the village. The reed-bed systém would provide willows 
for weaving along with a good place to grow mushrooms on the apple logs, ensuring more diverse 
income. 
 
Dewpond: 
A dewpond is a centery old English systém to generate water where there is none. It utilises the 
difference in day and night temperatures and catches the nightly dew. Research show: „A dew 
reservoir 30 feet square will collect 86400 liter of water in a year, or an average of 432 liter daily 
during the hot summer months and 180 liter daily for the remainder of the year“. Traditionally it 
was made by laying an insulative layer of straw in a well designed hollow. The straw was covered 
with a non-penetrable layer of clay. In our case I believe a layer of polyoleofin below the straw and 
the clay would be advisable. 
The water would serve for the nursery, sheep/poultry, along with creating an initial water element in 
the orchard. 

Due to the positioning at the highest spot and next to the ubytovna, additional roof water can be 
caught and stored as well. 



 
Phase:  Action Pro-Legislation Legal Obstacles 

Has to be a minimum of trees per hectare, grass 
has to be cut twice a year. The grass cutting 
may prohibit the herb growing. 

Cutting apple 
trees, planting 
and 
promoting 
flowers and 
herbs; often 
grown wild 

Beehives and 
herbal   
drying/ 
production 
facility 

Every 'object' must be mobile. All land mobile 
object gets subtracted from orchard land: loss 
of income from subsidies. (and makes objects 
easier to steal). 
Beekeeping is not legal to do fully organically 
in Czech (Europe?) 
All production facility must be certified for 
prodution (hygiene etc), requiring a high 
investment. Establishment 

of a Teahouse 
[Tea to be 
made on 
samovar as 
there is no 
electricity in 
the orchard] 

Only agriculture buildings area allowed on 
agriculture land. 
Building codes require a safety distance to a 
well. 
Ensuring safety would be hard when noone are 
allowed to live near the teahouse. 
Ordinary teahouse has to supply certified toilet 
facilities to customers; likely requiring 
installation of sewage systems. 
 

Phase 1/A 

Application 
of Lion/tiger 
manure to 
discourage 
rodents 

Diversification of 
farming, Agri-
enviro measures,  
local production of 
final products...etc 

In organic agriculture all manure has to come 
from organically certified animals. Wether or 
not the lion/tiger eats organic meat, and wether 
or not the amount of manure is very limited,  it 
still has to be certified 

    
Establishment 
of thorn 
hedge 

May be percieved by bureacrats at Olomouc 
Agriculture Agency as not being acceptable in 
an orchard. 
Hardship in getting funded if not traditional 
Czech varieties. 

Establishment 
of a small 
kitchen 
facility which 
is certified for 
food 
processing. 

Will be very expensive; EU funding is directed 
towards companies, not civic 
associations.(unlike in other EU countries) 
Not allow by Bouzov O.U. to build on 
agriculture land; Not likely to get included in 
local planning due to O.U members lack of 
vision.  

Phase 2/B: 

Versatile 
Forest garden 

Diversification of 
farming, Agri-
enviro measures,  
local production of 
final products...etc. 

Generating an income from this requires daily 
maintenance of it all, which again requires 
possibility to live locally.It is not allow by 
Bouzov O.U. to build on agriculture land; Not 
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   likely to get included in local planning due to 

O.U members lack of vision.  
    

Experience of other organic farmers in Czehc 
has shown that the organic inspection agencies 
can not handle such multiple use of land. Their 
stipulations regarding to certification of origin 
of seeds,  plans of where and how to sell them 
etc. makes such a plan a bureacratic nightmare 

Multiple 
crops on 
small area 

Free range 
Poultry 

Due to bird flue precautions the poultry may 
not be allowed to roam freely. We may have to 
live up to exorbitant regulation in case we 
would want to sell the eggs. 
The grass elimination may mean the land gets 
deducted as orchard land as currently in our 
camp. 

Phase 3/C 

Growing old 
grain 
varieties 

Diversification of 
farming, Agri-
enviro measures,  
local production of 
final products...etc. 

The inclusion of grain production within an 
extensive orchard will be very difficult for the 
agriculture agency to accept. 
There may be stipulations prohibiting the 
prodution of heir-loam seeds. Growing grain 
stalks one meter apart within a cover crop of 
clover, is also a bureacratic nightmare. 

    
This requires a building permission; Experience 
shows the Bouzov O.U will object, usually 
without giving a reason. The  Building office 
follows the recommendation of Bouzov O.U, 
even though Olomouc Kraj pointed out to them 
they don't have to. 

Large scale 
earth work 

Tractor work 
Civic associations are not eligible for support to 
buy machinery such as tractors: Must be a 
business entity. 

Phase 4/D 

Sheep/goats 

Diversification of 
farming, Agri-
enviro measures,  
local production of 
final products...etc. 

A prerequisite for free ranging husbandry is  
daily supervision. This again requires the 
possibility to live on site. Such possibility is not 
possible due to the building law (agriculture 
zones) and the Bouzov O.U. 

    
Community 
house/ 
Processing 
facility 

Securing 
grants to buy 
the Ubytovna 

 Grants typically are to specific and may not be 
synchronized with other operational programs: 
A project for agriculture processing and sale 
may not include vocational computer training, 
nature kindergarden etc. 
It is very rare that grants gives the opportunities 
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to both purchase and renovate an existing 
building 
Support from local O.U is required and not 
possible to get. 
Pre-financing may be prohibitive 

 Building a 
new facility 
on the site 
adjoining the  
village 

 This requires a building permission; Experience 
shows the Bouzov O.U will object, usually 
without giving a reason. The  Building office 
follows the recommendation of Bouzov O.U, 
even though Olomouc Kraj pointed out to them 
they don't have to. 

    

Reedbed 
filter: 

Establishment 
of  a natural 
cleaning 
systém  

 The building office requires a connection to an 
existing waterway, even if proven that all 
willows/reeds will absorb all water, or a lake 
will be established. Such connection will pass 
other peoples property 

 


